CPERC: making the best use of our records by Jo Wright (September 2026)
The first indoor meeting of winter 2026-27, and also the Society’s first official joint meeting with the Hunts Local Group of the Wildlife Trust, was held on 9th September and was attended by a total of 35 people. Jo Wright gave a talk entitled “CPERC: making the best use of our records”.  Jo explained that the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Environmental Records Centre is the main source of biodiversity information for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough.
 
CPERC is hosted by the Wildlife Trust at Camborne and currently has a total of 5 full- and part-time staff. It is funded primarily by Service Level Agreements with Local Councils and other public bodies, such as the Environment Agency; plus the charging of commercial rates for staff time in supplying data to environmental consultants, etc. Some additional money also comes from providing data for Parish Plans and from participation in large projects.
 
In addition to species records, CPERC also holds information on all statutory sites, 561 locally protected sites, 67 road verges, Phase 1 habitat survey data, Ancient Woodland Inventory, and old orchards. They are currently about 30% of the way through the task of mapping the whole area in terms of broad habitat types.
 
CPERC currently holds over 2.7 million species records; of which just over one-quarter are plants, nearly one-quarter moths, and about one-sixth birds, with the remaining about one-third composed of all other taxonomic groups. About 1 million of these records relate to VC31 Hunts; of which nearly half are moths. Jo explained the need for any valid record to include four critical items of information: What species; When recorded; Where (with at least a 6-figure grid reference); and Who recorded it (full real name; no nicknames). Finally, Jo logged into the CPERC website and demonstrated just how easy it is to submit a record.

