The road to Madeleine’s Patch - Day in the life of an Ecologist (Steve Parnwell)
The first indoor meeting of winter 2025-26 was held on 16th October and was attended by nine members and one guest, with a tenth member participating by Zoom.  Steve Parnwell gave a talk entitled “The road to Madeleine’s Patch - Day in the life of an Ecologist”.  Steve highlighted the varying levels of legal protection which are currently given to a range of different protected species including: water voles, great crested newts, other amphibians & reptiles, bats, badgers and owls.  He also described some of the work that his consultancy has carried out to protect each of these species or to mitigate development by habitat management and/or species translocation.  Concern was expressed that the Government appears to be poised to reduce much of this protection.  Steve also highlighted some of the problems with ‘net biodiversity gain’, including the omission of calcareous grassland from the range of habitats recognised by the scheme and that, all too often, ‘net gain’ for badly scrubbed-over grassland involves the creation of additional areas of scrub rather than the removal of scrub to restore the original grassland habitat.
In the second part of his talk, Steve described the creation of a nature reserve as a memorial to his late wife and showed a sequence of pictures illustrating how over a few years a wheat field has been transformed into flowery grassland.
The talk generated a lively, if somewhat gloomy, discussion; particularly with regard to the likely impacts of climate change.

