Wildlife recording in changing times – Brian Eversham (20th November 2025)
Abstract:
Britain has a noble tradition of naturalists documenting local wildlife going back two centuries or more. Historical records help explain past changes in wildlife, which can be related to changing land uses and farming practice.  Our understanding of wildlife, and of local species, has increased in recent years, in some surprising ways.  At a time of climate change and greater human  pressures on wildlife, recording wildlife can help track the impacts and demonstrate the successes of conservation action.

On 20th November, we were due to have had a talk by Jo Wright on “CPERC: making the best use of our records” but, unfortunately, due to circumstances beyond her control, Jo was unable to give this talk.  At very short notice, Brian Eversham stepped in with a talk on “Wildlife recording in changing times” which was attended by 13 members and 6 guests.  A further 5 members tried to join the meeting by Zoom but, sadly, the Wi-Fi connection proved to be inadequate.  The HFFS committee are currently involved in discussions with the managers of the hall in an attempt to remedy this problem.
Brian’s talk described the UK’s history of at least two centuries of biological recording, which has given Britain probably the best set of historical records of any country.  He then looked at the increasing importance of such recording in order to highlight and document the changes to our fauna and flora which are being caused by such impacts as habitat loss, climate change, and introduced pests and diseases.  On a more positive note, recording can also demonstrate the success of habitat restoration and other conservation measures.  The ever-growing role of mobile phone apps and other technology in such recording, and the way that they are enabling a new group of people to participate in recording, was also highlighted.

