HUNTINGDONSHIRE FAUNA & FLORA SOCIETY 
SPRING/SUMMER PROGRAMME 2025

Sunday 11th MAY  2.30pm    	Gamlingay Wood               Leader: James Bonfield
Gamlingay Wood is an ancient woodland owned by the Wildlife Trust. It is rich in flora and invertebrates. From the A428, take the B2040 turning at Eltisley to Waresley. Just after leaving Waresley village, there is a track to the left which takes you to the parking by the wood. Grid reference TL241537.
[bookmark: _GoBack]N.B. Please arrive on time, because the gate will be locked at 2.30pm to stop members of the public from entering the wood at this point.

Sunday 8th JUNE  2.30pm   	Houghton Meadow         Leader: John Winterbottom
Houghton Meadows is made up of 5 fields, some are ancient hay meadows and some are pasture. The meadows are covered with summer flowers such as Knapweed and Meadow Cranesbill. There are many records of day flying moths and interesting dragonfly species, such as the Norfolk Hawker and the White Legged Damselfly. 
Park in Houghton Village square or part way down Thicket Path (note only 4-5 spaces available) at Grid reference TL288719. Then walk down Thicket Road – the reserve is on the right of the track at TL294717. Please meet at the reserve entrance. Note there is no parking at the reserve.  

Sunday 13th JULY  2.30pm             Bedford Purlieus	           Leader: Peter Lake
[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Bedford Purlieus is a 211-hectare (520-acre) ancient woodland in Cambridgeshire. It is a National Nature Reserve and a Site of Special Scientific Interest owned and managed by the Forestry Commission. In Roman times it was an iron smelting centre, during the medieval period it was in the Royal Forest of Rockingham, and later it became part of the estates of the Duke of Bedford. The woodland may have the richest range of vascular plants of any English lowland wood. The wood has a very large range of tree species. Which is due to its management: Lime, Large-leaved elm, Hazel, Ash, Field Maple, English Elm, Sycamore, Chestnut, Beech, Spruce Fir and Birch are all to be found in substantial quantities. In addition, there is a large grass area which is diverse in plant species, including the Fly Orchid.  
Directions: From the A1(M) going north, take the A47 turning to travel west towards Leicester. Go over a roundabout and after 2 miles, take a turning left down a dirt road. The car park is a few 100 yards on the left.  Note that the 'dirt road' to the car park is not signed from the main A47 road (however, there is a layby just after the turning).  Grid reference TF039004

Sunday 17th AUGUST  2.30pm         Orton Longueville Wood       Leader: Peter Lake
Noted for its wide avenue of Wellingtonia, Orton Longueville Wood sits in the grounds of what was Orton Hall, now a hotel. Planted in the 19th century it is largely made up of native trees and shrubs. The pond is home to Great Crested Newts and several species of water beetles.  Nuthatches and Tree Creepers have also been recorded at the site.  
Directions: Going north on the A1(M) towards Peterborough, take the exit towards Chesterton/Alwalton/Elton from the A1. Follow Oundle Rd/A605 to the road called ‘The village’ in Orton Longueville. Parking is available on the road. (Sat nav: 4A The Village, PE2 7DN) Grid reference TL169963.

Continued over ……….


Sunday 14th SEPTEMBER	 2.30pm     Mare Fen       Leader: Andrew Flegg/Peter Lake
Mare Fen is a Cambridgeshire County Council site and is a new site for the HFFS. This 17 hectare site is a large expanse of permanent pasture lying in the floodplain of the River Great Ouse used for summer grazing for cattle or sheep.  During the winter the sluices are open to allow the fen to flood and closed late spring for grazing.  Mare Fen is a great place to see wildfowl such as Mute Swan, Wigeon, Teal, Shoveler, Tufted Duck and Snipe.  During the spring and summer a range of aquatic plants flourish. Dragonflies, frogs, toads, newts and Grass Snakes can be found around the ponds and ditches. Parking is in Cambridgeshire Guided Busway Car Park in Swavesey.  The grid reference is TL366698.
A warning for drivers: when you select "Cambridgeshire Guided Busway Swavesey" in Google Maps on a smartphone, it identifies a location in the middle of nowhere near Oakington. So if using a sat-nav app, please double check. You may be better off entering "Advantage MG", as that is the name of a car dealership right next to the car park.

Sunday 19th OCTOBER  2.00pm	   Little Paxton Wood	     Leader: Alan Robbins
Join in with our annual fungal foray at Little Paxton Wood. Little Paxton Wood is a S.S.S.I. and is privately owned, so it will be interesting to see which species we record there.  
Directions: To get to Little Paxton Wood, take the A1 turning for Little Paxton but instead of heading towards Little Paxton village, go west towards Hail Weston.  At a left hand turn (before the ford), take a track right up to Little Paxton Wood (TL169636)




When attending Field Meetings please wear sturdy footwear and clothing appropriate for the site conditions and weather.
For further information about the summer programme please contact either Peter Lake on 01763-261554 or Barry Dickerson on 01480-475689.

For further information about the Society please go to www.hffs.org.uk.

