Old Sulehay Forest (22nd May 2026)
On Friday May 22nd, 4 HFFS members and 4 HLGWT members braved the unseasonably hot temperature of about 27⁰C for a visit to Old Sulehay Nature Reserve, led by Leo Barrett of the Wildlife Trust. The morning was spent walking around the various component woods that make up Old Sulehay Forest, including King’s Oak Wood and Cow Wood. Much of this woodland is composed of old Hazel coppice and we were able to record a long list of plants, including such diverse species as Common Gromwell, Nettle-leaved Bellflower, Pignut and Spurge Laurel.  We then visited Stonepits Close where, after eating our packed lunch, we saw the small flock of introduced Mouflon with which the Wildlife Trust are grazing this part of the reserve. Leo explained that the Trust are currently experimenting with crossing Mouflon rams with Wiltshire Horn sheep in an attempt to create a hardy new breed specifically for conservation grazing.
