St John’s College, Cambridge (8th July 2026)
On the evening of Wednesday 8 July, David Austrin the head gardener of St John’s College, Cambridge led 3 members of HFFS, along with 22 assorted HLGWT members and members of the public, for a guided walk around the college gardens, as a follow-up to his talk in the Spring.
Starting with the wilderness area of the Fellow’s Garden, which has old Oak trees and Goldilocks Buttercup, the group then visited a small wildflower area in the Scholar’s Garden, which was a former orchard, and then on to Bin Brook to see the work done to reinstate a more natural channel. Near the brook is a newly planted area leading to New Court which, along with River Court, has had a complete makeover from amenity grassland to being planted with drought-tolerant species. As a result, this area now has a more Mediterranean feel, which seems to have succeeded in encouraging greater use by the students.
This area leads down to the river with views of the Bridge of Sighs which, once crossed, leads through two more Courts. David explained that Swifts and House Martins nest in the buildings, with a pair of Peregrines using the Chapel Tower to hunt from. Heading back over the river via the Kitchen Bridge, the group looked at St John’s Meadow where a lot of crown-reduction work has been carried out in an attempt to save a very large Oak tree, which had recently dropped a large branch. Finally, the group headed back to the starting point at Queen’s Road, via an avenue of trees underplanted with a large quantity of bulbs.
This was an interesting trip, showing how one of the Cambridge colleges is working with nature and changing weather patterns to create attractive areas within its grounds that can be enjoyed by students and staff, whilst also enhancing their value for wildlife.
